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HE French: thinking'to'do great Matters at 'Sea'this 
Summer, got-theirFleer out ſomewhat ſooner thin'than 


they were wont, appearing more 'nuimeraus and dar- 
ing khan - they did the laſt Summer ; ſo that on the 
gth- of _ May, their whole. Fleet, conſiſting 


was, about Noon, ſeen of of Darrwdaih” 
viz. three Leapues fromthe Start, arifconti ing to-the 


Eaſtward, the Wind at Exft and by. North; ; ; aud thenexi Day, 
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VV Servants, Elag-Officers and Fpgaauns In Your Majeſty's 
* Fleet. ; out, of the..deep and grate enſe. we haye of Your 
* Majeſty"s.gocd and juſt Opinion of our Loyalty and Fidelity 


* JAE Your Majeſty's moſt dutifl and loyal Subjetts. and 


© Imparted to us by the Right Honourable Admiral Ruſſel, in a 

*Letter to him from my Lord N orringharn,. do, in the behalf of 
* our ſelves, and all other Officers and Seamen, preſume to ad- 

|  <drefsour ſelves to your Majeſty at this Jancfture, to Wn 
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*for, and entirely devoted: to your Majeſty's. Service; 
* therefore moſt humbly beg Your a rhe Leave 
. = repeated Oaths, this Aſſurance of our Fidelity, that we 
* with all imaginable Alacrity and Refolutien, venture oor 
«Lives in the Defence-of Your Majeſty's undoubted Rights, and 


* the Liberty and Religion of our Country, againſt all Foreign - 
_ © and Popiſh Invaders whatſoever 3 and that God Almighty - 


© may. preſerve Your Majeſty's moſt ſacred Perſon, dire(t your 


©Councils, and proſper Your Arms by Sea. and Land. againſt: 


* Your Majeſty's Enemies, Let all the People ſay Amer, with: 
* Your Majeſty's Dutiful and Loyal Subjetts. See 


Dated on Board the Britannia, May, I5- 
at. St. Helens.. i: 169t- 


This was ſigned: by Sir Jeb» Abby, Admiral of the Blew, 
Sir Ralph Delaval, Vice Admiral of the Red, Mr. Rook, Vice 
Admiral of the Blew, Sir Clou/ly Shoxel,. Rear Admiral of the 


Red, Mr. Carter, Rear Admiral of - the Blew 3, upon receiving 


which, her Majeſty was pleaſed to ſay,Thet fac bad always this. 
Opinion of the Commanders, biit was glad this was come to ſatisfie- 
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nned calm all Night, but the Particulars at preſent, are only, 
that the French were beaten, 'and the A rh ſteerin g 2. 
way for Conquet Road, having a freſh Gale Faſterly (but very 
h 


gpy) thatbeing the place he ſuppoſed they deſigned for ; and 
at it pleaſed God to ſend Fair Weather, he doubted not 
but to deſtroy the whole French Fleet. In the Night, three or 
four Ships were ſeen to blow up, but not known what they 
were. TE, | . | 

As to ſome other Particulars, it appears by another Advice,. 


© That about the grey or opening of the Morning, our Fleet 


made 'the French Fleet in a Line of Battel, about two Leagues 
to the Windward ;. and they then having the Weather-gage, 
bore down very boldly and cloſely upon our Fleet-; at Eleven 
the Engagement began, and continued very hot and furious till 
almoſt four in the Afternoon, at what time the French Fleet 
bore away. The Wind at Weſt by South, and Weſt South: 
Weft, veering about to North by Eaſt, atd North North Eaſt, 
Sir Clouſly Shoxel, and Sir Fohn Aſhby, having the Weather- 
gage, fell bravely on, maintaining the Engagement till almoſt 
ten at Night; the French all that while bearing away, and 
the Engliſh purſuing them, ſome Ships were ſeen in the Night- 
time in flames, about nine of the Clock ; but not” knowing. 
what they were, nor likewiſe the damage ſuſtained on either ſide, 
when this Advice came away. = 
But fince this, the e ary Galley came from Admiral Ryſel, to: 

Spithead ; who left him at Eight in the morning, about fifteen 
Leagues South and by Weſt from. the Iſle of Wight, declaring he 
faw both the French Admirals Seconds ſunk, and many Ships on 
fire, and that for the ſpace of two Leagues together the Sea was: 
full of Wrecks of Ships, but knew not of the loſs of any of 
Their Majeſties Ships or Commanders; and that when this 
Galley came away,. the French were running, and the Engliſh in 
| —_—_ of them ; and about Ten of the Clock he heard them. 

ngag'd' again, and the Guns firing till One, at what time the 
Wind ſprung up at South and by Weſt; 
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Ln only. the Joy of all good Subjedts abounded, 'but-the Bells, in 
all places where it came, were fung out; the Tomer-Guns, 
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this News, andeyer to be-wiſh'd-for Teeeſs,c as well by 


and thoſe ip other places,. were diſcharged, -and the Streets, at 


Night, filled with Bonfires and Illuminations, to the 'great.con- 
tentment and rejoycing . of. the Nation. 

Since the former Advices, a Letter came from Portſmouth, 
bearing date the 21{t, of May, giving an Account that Their 
Majeſties Ship the Montague, aptain Fonlk, Commander, came 
in thither from the Fleet, his Ship being diſabled in the Fight, 
he leaving the Fleet the day before, about Nine of the Clock in 
the morning, purſuing the Enemy ; and ſays, that Mr. Carter, 
Reer-Admiral .of- the Blue, was kill'd in the Action. And 
the ſame Letter further relates, That Captain Killing ſworth, 
Commander of the Fox Fire-ſhip, had made his way to Portſmouth 
in his Boat, and gave an Account, That he had burnt his Eire- 
ſhip on board the French Reer Admiral, but was put off with-a 
great deal of difficulty ; and that be ſaw a French Man- of-War, 
of about Seventy Guns, blow up, and another Three: deck'd 
Ship on fire. 

On the Twenty firſt, about Nine of the Clock in the morn- 
ing, our Fleet {et ſail 2gain 5 as likewiſe did. the. French : 
Admiral Ruſſe! took his courſe towards Bar fleur, having got 
light of. divers Ships under the ſhore ; Admiral Alemornd,. of 
the Dutch, and the Admiral of the Blue, ſailed to the Welſt- 
ward. The firſt of theſe endeavoured to get up with ſixteen 
of the Enemies Ships which he diſcovered, ſuppoſing them to 
be coming from France to joyn the French Fleet. . Sir Fohw Aſuby 
purſued the reſt of the French Fleet, who in munch Confuſion 
laboured to get into the Rafe of Ornay, Admiral Allemond loſt 
light of the afore-mentioned ſixteen Ships in the night, they 
having, as he ſuppoſed, got in among the Rocks ; and becauſe 
he found it not fafe nor convenient to follow them there, he 
ſailed Ealtward again, to rejoyn Admiral Ruſſel. 
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On the Twenty ſecond, in the Morning, Vice-Admiral De- 
Laval burnt, nearto the ſhore, under Cape de Wike , a great Ship, 
called the Royal Sur, of France, being the Ship of Count de Tour- 
ville, the French Admiraj, carrying a Hundred and Four Guns ,, 


. as likewiſe the Admiral commanded by his Second, Monſieur - 


Beaujen, a Ship carrying a Hundred and'two Guns; and the 
Fort of Eighty Guns ; with two Frigats, and Three of leſſer 
rank : And Admiral Rel was in cloſe purſuit of Nine more, 
The Priſoners who were taken from the burnt Ships, declared, 
That during the time of the Battel, 4 or 5 of their biggcſt Ships 
were deſtroyed. Reer-Admiral Catter, and Collonel Haſtings, 
after much Bravery and Reſolytion, were both killed in the * 
Fight : And at this time an Account came from Porrſmouth, that 
faur French Ships, of three Decks, lay on the back of the 7/le-- 
of Wight, extremely diſabled ; and"that rwo Engliſh Men of War, > 
who were refitted, with two Dutch Frigates, and a.Fire-ſhip, -, 
were going againft them , to take or deſtroy them... 
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